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has been both incomplete and even inac-
curate.

Moreover, results from past studies have
only raised more questions about possible
negative effects that ruptured or leaking sili-
cone breast implants may have on breast milk,
connective tissue, autoimmune diseases and
the accuracy of breast cancer screening tests.

Our legislation ultimately seeks to change
this by focusing on three critical points—infor-
mation, research, and communication.

First, and in my opinion most importantly,
this bill will ensure that information sent to
women about silicone breast implants contains
the most up to date and accurate information
available.

Current information packets sent to women
do not accurately describe some of the poten-
tial risks of silicone breast implants. While re-
cent studies by the Institute of Medicine indi-
cate the rupture rate may be as high as 70
percent, information sent to women suggests
the rupture rate is only 1 percent.

Second, this bill encourages the director of
the National Institutes of Health to expand ex-
isting research projects and clinical trials.
Doing so will compliment past and existing
studies and will hopefully clear up much of the
confusion surrounding the safety and efficacy
of silicone breast implants.

Finally, this bill establishes an open line of
communication between federal agencies, re-
searchers, the public health community and
patient and breast cancer advocates.

Women, especially breast cancer patients,
want and deserve full and open access to sili-
cone breast implants. Therefore, it is critical
that these products are safe and effective, and
that women are provided complete and fre-
quently updated information about the health
risks and benefits of silicone breast implants.

While I unequivocally support a woman’s
right to choose to use silicone breast implants,
I believe we have a responsibility to support
research efforts that will provide the maximum
amount of information and understanding
about these products. I hope each of you join
me in support of this important legislation.
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, one of the
things that makes America great is the dedica-
tion and commitment of many individuals
throughout our country who participate in or-
ganizations to promote the well being of their
community. The Foothill Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation is one of those commendable organiza-
tions.

The Foothill PTA represents Foothill Ele-
mentary School located in Corona, California.
In order to provide an environment of quality
programs and a high level of parental involve-
ment, the Home-School Communications
project was implemented. One of the purposes
of this program is to provide weekly commu-
nication between home and school. Once a
week each student is sent home with a packet
of information, which the parent signs off on
when received, allowing continual communica-
tion between home and school. The Foothill

PTA also sends out a newsletter every month,
which includes a calender of upcoming events
and encourages parents and students to par-
ticipate. Finally, the program offers up-to-date
information to all parents by providing a 24-
hour PTA Information Hot Line and a PTA
web page on the Internet. It is important to ac-
knowledge that the Home-School Communica-
tions project would not be possible without the
volunteers who actively participate in the PTA.

This outstanding program should be ap-
plauded for the positive results it has brought
to Foothill Elementary School. Since the com-
mencement of the Home-School Communica-
tions project there has been an overall in-
crease in parental involvement in school activi-
ties. There has been 99 percent participation
at parent-teacher conferences and an increase
of 110 percent in PTA membership, and it has
brought a sense of togetherness and satisfac-
tion to the parents, teachers, and office staff.
There also has been an increase in attend-
ance at school events, including the Hal-
loween Carnival and the First Annual Reflec-
tions Awards Night.

All this effort and dedication by the mem-
bers of the PTA has not gone unrecognized.
The Foothill PTA received the California State
PTA Advocates for Children Award in 1995
and the Outstanding Unit for California and
Creative Membership Awards in 1997. In
1998, the Foothill PTA won Outstanding Unit
for California and National PTA Outstanding
Unit. Also, the Foothill PTA has been recog-
nized as an Outstanding Unit at the council
level for the last 4 years.

I want to thank the Foothill PTA for all their
hard work and dedication to the children in our
community. I am proud to have an organiza-
tion like the Foothill PTA in my district. I en-
courage Foothill PTA members to continue
with their involvement and wish them the best
in their future endeavors.
f

TRIBUTE TO SISTER JOHN
NORTON BARRETT, O.P.

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 10, 1998

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with
great pleasure to honor Sister John Norton
Barrett, who is celebrating her 50th anniver-
sary as an Adrian Dominican sister.

Through her faith, dedication and service,
Sister John Norton has become one of the pil-
lars of South Florida. She is widely recognized
in our community for her dedication to excel-
lence and her achievements in education.

In 1948, when Sister John Norton entered
the Adrian Dominican Congregation, she had
a heartfelt passion to serve the Church and
the community through education. She grad-
uated from Siena Heights College and later
continued her studies at Barry University
where she received a Master’s Degree in Ad-
ministration and Supervision.

She began her teaching at St. Mary’s Ele-
mentary School in 1949 and by 1957 was
principal of St. Matthew’s School in Jackson-
ville. In 1963, she moved down to Miami
Beach as principal of St. Patrick’s High
School.

In 1966 Sister John Norton joined the fac-
ulty of St. Thomas Aquinas High School. She

served at St. Thomas for over thirty years as
mathematics teacher, vice principal and prin-
cipal. After her retirement, she continued her
work for St. Thomas as director of the Devel-
opment Office. Her tireless efforts and strong
leadership have made St. Thomas Aquinas
High School one of the top Catholic schools in
the nation. The many awards and achieve-
ments for St. Thomas include the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education Exemplary School Award
as a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence for
both 1985 and 1996. This year, alone, the
high school boasts 21 National Merit
Semifinalists and 26 Commended Students.

One of Sister John’s most significant con-
tributions to our community was the establish-
ment of a community service program for St.
Thomas Aquinas’ students. This program, with
the enthusiastic support of the students, re-
quires that students dedicate 20 hours of serv-
ice to needs in our community. As a result of
this program, tens of thousands of service
hours are given to the Broward County com-
munity each year.

Personally, Sister John Norton has been
awarded the Primum Regnum Dei Ward from
the Archdiocese of Miami in honor of her de-
voted service to the Lord and his Church. She
has also received the Silver Medallion Brother-
hood Award from the National Conference of
Christians and Jews for her efforts in encour-
aging good human relations among all people.

Mr. Speaker, throughout the United States
there are unfortunately too few individuals who
dedicate their lives to education and commu-
nity service. For fifty years, Sister John Norton
has worked tirelessly for these causes, and
we in South Florida are truly grateful. I am
sure I speak for all my colleagues in congratu-
lating Sister John Norton Barrett as she cele-
brates her golden jubilee as an Adrian Domini-
can sister.
f

INDEPENDENT COUNSEL STARR
ADDRESSES THE MECKLENBERG
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 10, 1998
Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I enter into the

RECORD the following transcript of a speech
made by Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr
to the Mecklenberg County Bar Association in
Charlotte, NC on June 1, 1998.
REMARKS BY WHITEWATER INDEPENDENT

COUNSEL KENNETH STARR AT MECKLENBURG
BAR FOUNDATION, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CARO-
LINA

Mr. STARR: Thank you very much. Thank
you, Bill. It is a great pleasure to be here
among a number of friends and new friends,
in this great and very dynamic city, building
upon a rich tradition of wonderful lawyers,
some of whom have graced the leading courts
in the country, including the Supreme Court
of the United States. So thank you for your
very kind invitation.

And let me also say at the outset how
grateful I am to the sponsors for directing
the very generous gift to the Burger Library
Project at the College of William and Mary.
I was privileged to serve as a law clerk to the
late chief justice, and this, as you might
imagine, for those who have been privileged
to serve as law clerks for federal judges, is a
labor of love when one is given the oppor-
tunity to be supportive in some way or an-
other of a project that one knows that—as
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